FABLES AND FOLK-LOBE

together series upon series of fables, moral stories, folk-lore
and romances of every kind from all sorts of sources, often
interwoven together in the bewildering fashion of the Chinese
puzzle. The date when the Brihat-Katha was written must
lie somewhere in the first five centuries of the Christian era,
perhaps even in the first three. But much of its materials
is very ancient indeed, belonging to the oldest cycles of Indian
romance, and often showing very remarkable affinities to the
folk-lore of the most distant lands e g. Europe. By his adapta-
tion Somadeva has rescued for posterity this priceless treasure
of old-time wit, wisdom and imagination and earned from us
a debt of gratitude far beyond what his own poetical merit
deserves, great as that is.

We append here a few types of Indo-European folk-
tales, which are in common vogue among the Hindus and the
Persians on the one hand, and the Germans, the Norse-
men, the Scots, the Irish, the Sicilians, the Greeks and the
Slavs on the other, and which may have, in all probability,
migrated from India westward :
Cupid and Psyche Type,           Swan-Maiden Type.

Penelope Type.                         Geneviva Type.

Punchkin or Life-Index Type.   Samson Type,
Hercules Type.                         Serpent-Child Type.

Robert the Devil Type.            Good-child Type.

Rhea Sylvia Type.                    Catskin Type.

Juniper Tree Type.                   Cindrella Type.

Seven Swans Type.                  Taming of the Shrew Type.

Bertha Type.                            Jason Type.

Gudrun Type.                           Jack the Giant-killer Type.

Thrush-beard Type.                  Sleeping Beauty Type,

Bird-wager Type.                     Master Thief Type.

Dog and the Sparrow Type.      Jack and the Beanstalk Type.
Fearless John Type.                  Valiant Tailor Type.
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